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PRESS RELEASE FROM THE ACTING PREMIER.' MR. CORCORAN, AND THE LABDR 
M I N I S T E R : M R . M C K E E . . ; : ; — ; : — . 
DECEMBER UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES. .  . 
Latest unemployment figures, issued by the Commonwealth Government, ram 
home the need for the Federal Government to immediately cut taxes and 
substantially increase unemployment benefits, the Acting Premier, 
Mr. Corcoran, and Labor Minister, Mr. McKee, said tonight. 
Commenting on the December figure of about 120,600 registered jobless 
in Australia and 12,400 in South Australia and the Northern Territory • 
the Ministers said: "Unhappily the figures come as no surprise". 
"Since the totally short-sighted Federal budget of last August, it has 
been clear that such a situation was predictable if Canberra did nothing. 
"The downturn of the economy and the lack of confidence among businessmen 
and consumers has been steady month by month since then. 
"Worse still the situation - if left as it is - will further deteriorate. 
"Judged from the latest figures an Australian total of 130,000 jobless 
can be expected at the end of this month. 
For South Australia and the Northern Territory it could climb proportion-
ately. 
"We have said before: we say again: This is unacceptable. 
"The Federal Government must act now to restore the confidence eroded by 
its present policies. 
^"It seems to have forgotten that unemployment is not a matter.of statistics 
people and families are being brutally hurt. 
"They can be helped if there is now an immediate and substantial rise in 
unemployment benefit and cuts in personal income and sales taxes. 
"The level of unemployment benefit is a national disgrace and many more 
people are now having to try and live on this pittance. 
"Most people in firm employment will be shocked to learn that for adults 
the maximum weekly benefit is only $10 with an $8 loading for a dependent 
spouse and SP4.50 for each child. 
ii 
The Commonwealth should also abolish the present surcharge on personal, 
income tax and cut sales taxes. 
"This would help restore public confidence, in the economy and put 
more spending money in circulation." 
The Ministers said it was ridiculous that a nation with the human and 
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material resources and the development potential of Australia, 
should be facing an unemployment crisis'- a crisis signalled so 
clearly many months ago. 
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